with explosives and detonated them. Walker left the mine on April 10 at about
6 p.m. because he considered the mine to be unsafe. . The conditions which he
described were that the entire ends of all seven pillars had been drilled and
undercut.  No timbers had been installed by the previous day shift, but timbers
were brought in and set for him to shoot the coal down in the No. 7 pillar.
Walker had difficulty in shooting the other pillars because of their having
been drilled and undercut all the way across the pillars.  The undercutting
had weakened the coal to be shot to such an extent, that the coal was settling
down to the floor of the mine and causing the holes which had been drilled for
insertion of explosives to be crushed and obliterated.  Despite that problem,
Walker was able to shoot coal in the No. 6 pillar; he shot only half of the
No. 5 .pillar; he shot all of the No. 4 pillar and half of No. 3.  The coal had
fallen so badly in the No. 1 and No. 2 pillars, that he was unable to shoot
any part of them.  The hazard which upset Walker the most was that the roof was
tending to override the working section and all coal fell so far into the area
where he was working that his powder and detonators were covered by falling
coal and it was necessary for him to dig them out of the coal so that he could
finish shooting the pillars where holes were still visible.  Walker was also
concerned about being asked to set timbers beside the loading machine while
It was still in operation.  Walker additionally resented the fact that the
section foreman would not stop the loading machine long enough for the miners
to determine from sound whether the roof and timbers were making noises indi-
cating an imminent roof fall.  Walker was also concerned about the poor
ventilation that existed as a result of the complete absence of brattice
curtains on the section.

5.  H. K. Tilley was working at the No. 1 Mine on April 10, 1980.  He is
unemployed at the present time and would like to be reinstated. On April 9,
Tilley had worked as an operator of a ram car, but when he went into the mine
on April 10, the mine foreman told him that his job was being changed from
that of operator of a ram car to that of helper for the operator of the roof-
bolting machine.  He left the mine on April 10 at or about 6 p.m. because he
feared for his safety.  The hazards he described were that all pillars had
been cut from one side to the other without leaving wings on each side.  He
also was concerned about the complete lack of any brattice curtains on the
section.  Tilley was upset about having been transferred suddenly to the
position of helper for the operator of the roof-bolting machine without
having received any prior training to do that kind of work.

6.  James Thacker was an operator of a ram car on April 10, 1980. He is
now working for Preece Coal Company and does not want to be reinstated to his
former position.  Thacker left the mine on April 10 after working only a few
hours.  The hazards he was upset and nervous about consisted of cracked roof,
availability of only one or two timbers, and failure of ventilation. He saw
no brattice curtains at all on the section.  Thacker said that failure to set
timbers prevents the miners from having a means of being warned by the crack-
Ing of timbers if the roof should begin to fall prematurely or suddenly.

7.  Clyde Smith was working at Mullin Creek's mine on April 10, 1980.  He
is now working for the McGinnes Coal Company and does not want to be rein-
stated. When Smith came to work at 3 p.m. on April 10, 1980, he was told that
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